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FOREIGN AFFAIRS REFORMY/China Missile Sales to Iran
SUBJECT: Foreign Affairs Reform and Restructuring Act of 1997 . . . S. 903. Bennett amendment No. 392.

ACTION: AMENDMENT AGREED TO, 96-0

SYNOPSIS: As reported, S. 903, the Foreign Affairs Reform and Restructuring Act of 1997, will reorganize and consolide
the foreign affairs agencies of the United States Government. Arrearages of $819 million to the United Natic

will be paid over 3 years subject to certain conditions. The bill will authorize $6.08 billion in fiscal year (FY) 199®ariilikh

in FY 1999 for the State Department and other foreign affairs agencies, including the Peace Corps.

The Bennett amendmentvould express the sense of the Senate that the Clinton Administration should enforce the provisic
of the Iran-lrag Arms Non-Proliferation Act with respect to the acquisition by Iran of C-802 model cruise missiles frompl&® Peo
Republic of China. (Those provisions, called the McCain/Gore Act, allow the President to impose sanctions on compahies the
that type of weaponry to Iran.) The amendment is based on several findings, including that China has sold 60 C-802nauissiles tc
that 5,000 members of the United States Armed Forces are within striking distance of those missiles, and that the Cli
Administration has concluded that those missiles "are not of a destabilizing number and type."

Those favoringthe amendment contended:

Ten years ago an Exocet cruise missile struck the United States escort vessebtdrk.Klling 37 sailors. The Chinese
Precision Machinery Import-Export Corporation has designed a more modern, more powerful antishipping cruise missile base
the Exocet missile and has sold 60 land-, sea-, and air-based versions of it to Iran. Thousands of American servicemen and v
are within striking distance of those missiles. Most of the shipping through the Persian Gulf is within striking distatice as w
According to a senior Defense Department official, the recent addition of air-launched missiles means that the timehtpat U.S.
will have to respond to any attack will now be measured in seconds rather than minutes. Secretary of Defense Cohert has se
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the air-launched cruise missile "complicates" U.S. military operations in the Persian Gulf. Current United States laneallows th
President to impose sanctions on companies that sell this type of weapon to Iran. The Bennett amendment would express the sense
of the Senate in favor of enforcing that law. We urge its adoption.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to the amendment.



